The crystal structure of the title complex is shown in the figure (′ = 1 − x, y, 0.5 − z). Tables 1 and 2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
Experimental details
Hydrogen atoms were placed in their geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms.
Discussion
Salen-like compounds are important N 2 O 2 chelating ligands in inorganic chemistry [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] . They are able to form different types of metal complexes [6] [7] [8] [9] . These compounds can be applied to the biological system [10] , used as luminescence materials [11] [12] [13] and supramolecular building units [14] [15] [16] [17] .
The title compound consists of three Zn(II), two completely deprotonated (L) 2 
